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Kika de la Garza
92-273
WASHINGTON, D. C. For the first t~~ in 30 years the president of
the Texas State Society of Washington, D. C., is a South Texan. I will not deny that I
was pleased and proud to be elected to that position at the recent annual meeting of the
Society. The last preceding South Texan to hold the office was Rep. Richard Kleberg,
whose term ended in the spring of 1941.
The Texas State Society traces its beginning back to December 1904, when
a few people here from our State came together with the idea of forming a social club of
Texans liVing in the Capital City. The organization was formally brought into existence
in the following month. Thirty-three persons were enrolled as charter members of the
Society. Today there are around 2,000 members.
Purpose of the organization is officially stated in the Texas State
Society Constitution as being "to encourage and promote good fellowship among Texans in
the area of the Nation's Capital." I certainly will do everything I can to advance that
purpose. We have a grand bunch of Texans in Washington, in government and in private
businesses and professions. I look forward to serving as president of the State Society
during the next 12 months. I trust nobody will be greatly surprised if there is a
certain South Texas flavor to aome of the entertainment events of the year.
DROUTH IN SOUTH TEXAS In an address to the House, I pointed out
that severe drouth conditions now prevail throughout IDOst of South Texas. Our crops and
livestock are suffering. Our farmers and livestock producers badly need the aid tbat can
be made available through designation as a natural disaster area. Under tbe law, tbis
designation can be made by the Secretary of Agriculture upon recommendation of U. S.
Department of Agriculture county and state disaster committees and certification by tbe
Governor.
Once the proper procedures are carried out, feed prices can be reduced
through the sale of feed grain owned by the Commodity Credit Corporation to eligible
farmers for eligible livestock. Grazing and haying can be authorized on lands diverted
from crops by annual farm programs. Other benefits to our bard-hit agricultural
producers will result from tbe natural disaster designation.
Of course, distress caused by severe and prolonged drouth is not con-
fined solely to the farmers. Farm hands and migrant workers are immediately and
adversely affected by reduced employment. Retail mercbants see their sales dropping. The
tax structures of county and municipal governments are weakened.
The harmful effects of drouth spread out quickly and widely. That is
happening now in the 15th Co~ressionalDistrict. I hope the assistance available under
law will be forthcoming soon. It is urgently needed now •
COMMITfEE liORK
.
Much of the important work of Congress is done in
the committees, of course -- and much of the important work of committees is done by
subcommittees. In this still-new Congress, subcommittee assignments have been completed in
the House. I am happy to report that the assignments given me should enable me to work
effectively for the interests of South Texas.
In the Agriculture Committee, of which I have been a member ever since I
was elected to Congress, I have been named as chairman of the DepartmaptBl Operations Sub-
committee, am second ranking member of the Cotton Subcollllllittee, and am a !Uember of the
Conaervation and Credit Subcommittee.
In the Merchant Marine and Fisheries Committee, to which I was appointed
this year for the first time, I have been placed on the Subcommittee on Oceanography and
the Subcommittee on Coast Guard, Coast and Geodetic Survey, and Navigation as well as the
Fisheries and Wildlife Subcommittee,.
All these subcommittees deal with legislative matters of great import
for our area.
LAW DAY, U. S. A., 1971
President of the United States.
* *
So May 1 has been proclaimed by the
It is most fitting that such a day should be observed in our Republic.
Between the extremes of anarchy and totalitarianism, both tyrannies, the law bas its
dominion. The Founding Fathers gave us laws which could be changed by orderly process so
that the nation and its people might remain free. The continuing success of America'
testifies to their wisdom. This ability to change by orderly process is essential to
democratic government. We should honor not only the law but also all those citizena who
abide by the law.
* *
KIKA'S SAYINGS
three sides to any controversy --
Be thoughtful of the opinions of others. There are
yours, the other fellow's, and the right one.
* *
VISITORS -- Visiting my office this week were Miss Patricia Rabe,
Mr. Steven Hough, Miss Lynne Braden and Miss Philene M. Ware, all from Edinburg.
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